
ò , FOUNDED 1970 

HQS Wellington, Temple Stairs, Victoria Embankment, LondonWC2R 2PN 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7240 3973 Fax: +44 (0)20 7240 3518 Email: office@impahq.org Web: www.impahq.org 

Exmo. Sr, Presidente d o d a Au to r idade d a Concor rênc ia 
Prof. Doutor Antón io Ferreira Gomes 

2nd September 2015 

My ot tent ion has b e e n d rown to the Study on Compet i t i on in the Port Sector Report. 
This Associotion is a non-pol i t ical professionol techn ico l b o d y wh ich represents mar ine 
pilots o t tne Internat ional Mari t ime Organizat ion (IMO) in london ^here we have 
en joyed consul tat ive status for 40 yeors. 

We find it entirely unders tandob le to review mari t ime infrostructure in order to 
p rome te ef f ic iency a n d improvements to safety ou tcomes . However, w e are 
extremely c o n c e r n e d o b o u t the r e c o m m e n d o t i o n thot p i lo toge in Portugal should be 
o p e n e d to compe t i t i on as w e have cons ideroble know ledge a n d exper ience of this 
o reo wh i ch indicotes tho t it will be coun te rp roduc t i ve to Portugal bo th in e c o n o m i a 
a n d safety terms. 

The proposal that l iberal izat ion/concession grant ing / in t roduc ing compet i t i on will 
drive d o w n costs in p i lo toge is a fo l lacy. As proven in Denmork a n d Argent ina, costs 
invoriobly rise. This is not o n opin ion, it is o foc t . Donish Government figures ind ica te 
thot aíreody, only a short whi le ofter in t roducing compe t i t i on , the cost of p i lo toge hos 
risen by o b o u t 20%. The earnings of the pilots d o not increose, but the requirements 
of compon ies to m o k e o profit out of the publ ic service increases the costs becouse 
of "cherry-p ick ing" , a n d o n e e d to prov ido some sort of sofety-net for the smallest 
a n d leost o t t rac t ive vessels w h o n e e d o pilot. As a long- term examp le of where this 
pol icy leads w e suggest you look ot Argent ina where the cost of compet i t i ve 
p i lo toge in the River Plate is 100% more expensive thon that in Uruguoy using the 
some wa te rwoy . Pi lotoge in Uruguoy is strictiy regu lo ted by Government . 

You will olso n e e d to b e p repo red for o n increase in occ iden ts in your territorial 
waters becouse o pilot w h o is a n emp loyee of o profit-moking entity will not be 
moking i n d e p e n d e n t judgments abouT crit icai safety n-ioítors but W-W be c o n c e r n e d 
o b o u t e c o n o m i c ond business foctors. Agoin, this is not o n opin ion, but o foc t . The 
International Group of P & I Clubs (the shipowners' mutual self-insuronce societies) 
have n o t e d a n increase levei in occ iden ts in oreos where p i lo toge is subject to 
compet i t i on . 

We wou ld respectful ly suggest thot these issues ore most coreful ly cons idered before 
there is ony i m p o c t either on your e c o n o m y or your env i ronment . 

With highest regards 

Nick Cu tmore 
Secretor / Genera l 
Internat ional Mari t ime Pilots' Associotion 

IMPA is a Professional Technical Body in Consultative Status at the International Maritime Organization since 1973. 


